
ally labor to raise founda-
tion funds for construction 
and furniture by writing 
grant proposals and ap-
proaching potential fun-
ders with our case state-
ment.  While local resi-
dents know personally the 
many reasons to build a 
new library, foundations 
from outside the area are 
often difficult to convince.  
See Kathy Borkôs article 
on page two for a sum-
mary of the fundraising 
efforts. 

The Alpine Public Library 
was awarded a $25,000 
grant from the Carl B. & 
Florence King Foundation, 
earlier this month. The 
funds are designated to-
ward the construction of a 
childrenôs area and court-
yard in the new library 
building, located at Ave-
nue E and 13th Street. 
 
The capital campaign for 
the new Alpine Public Li-
brary is about halfway 
toward its $1.4 million 
goal for the construction 
of a new building. A great 
deal of work has been 
completed on the site 
since the groundbreaking 

in December 2008.The 
building structure is up 
and there is still the need 
to finish the floors, add the 
climate control HVAC, the 
interior walls, the duct 
work, and the library 
shelves. 
 
The King Foundation 
grant is ñdedicated to the 
betterment of individuals, 
communities, and society 
through informed giving.ò 
 

A Continuing  

Commitment  

 
Board members Kathy 
Bork, Ken Durham, and 
Juliette Schwab continu-

Both the Alpine and Mara-

thon libraries are holding 

drawings ñ enter to win 

DVD movies, a quilt, an 

MP3 player, and more!  

Each month both libraries 

will offer a new prize.  You 

may also enter at Magoos 

Restaurant.  For informa-

tion about Alpine drawings, 

contact Janie at 432-837-

2621, and in Marathon, 

call Carol at 432-386-

4136. 

The New Alpine Public Library Receives 

King Foundation Grant  
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Illegal Dumping DVD  

The Leadership Big Bend 

Class of 2010 has devel-

oped a short informational 

DVD about the problem of 

illegal dumping in the Big 

Bend region.  Copies are 

available at the library for 

viewing.  DVDs are free for 

classrooms, service clubs, 

or private viewing use.  

Inquire at the circulation 

desk at either library 

branch. 

Recycle at the  

Library  

 

Alpine Recycles! has pro-

vided the library with per-

manent outdoor recycling 

bins.  These will be for pa-

tron and library use, and 

have been adopted by 

Nancy Davila & Randy 

Ersch, who have gener-

ously volunteered to empty 

them for us. 
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terms of library service. 
Howard Zinn, in the quota-
tion at left, eloquently sums 
up my philosophy of life: do 
what you can, where you 
can, for whom you can, 
when you can.  He tells us to 
"choose to emphasize" hope 
in bad times, to remember 
that  "we don't have to wait 
for some grand utopian fu-
ture" to "live now as we 
think human beings should 
live."  
 
Big thoughts, hard thoughts 
to get your brain around 
when your stock portfolio is 
losing ground, when you 
can't find a job, when you 
hear about an abused child 
or animal. But the citizens of 
Brewster County (and the 
library's many friends from 
outside our area) have be-
haved magnificently since 
the beginning to get what 
they want: a new public li-
brary. 
 
Lest you think that that  
great-looking building at 805 
W. Avenue E is being paid for 
by big foundations and big 
donors, know that that is not 
the case. More than 75% of 
the more than $700,000.00 
we've raised to date has 
come from individual do-
nors.  
 
We've received a $300.00 
donation in pennies from 

To be hopeful in bad times is 
not just foolishly romantic. It 
is based on the fact that hu-
man history is a history not 
only of cruelty, but also of 
compassion, sacrifice, cour-
age, kindness. What we 
choose to emphasize in this 
complex history will deter-
mine our lives. If we see only 
the worst, it destroys our 
capacity to do something. If 
we remember those times 
and places (and there are so 
many) where people have 
behaved magnificently, this 
gives us the energy to act, 
and at least the possibility of 
sending this spinning top of a 
world in a different direc-
tion. And if we do act, in 
however small a way, we 
don't have to wait for some 
grand utopian future. The 
future is an infinite succes-
sion of presents, and to live 
now as we think human be-
ings should live, in defiance 
of all that is bad around us, is 
itself a marvelous victory. 

τHoward Zinn 
 

In this space I usually talk 
about the library's building 
campaign. I'm going to do 
that again, but this time I 
want to talk about the peo-
ple who have "behaved mag-
nificently" during the three 
years or so that we've been 
working to send "this spin-
ning top" of Brewster County 
in a different direction in 

Alpine Elementary School 
first graders; donations from 
every service club in Alpine;  
donations from ranchers, 
bankers, cyclists, artists, 
Brownies, publishers, politi-
cians, quilters, insurance 
agents, CPAs, lawyers, 
judges, hoteliers, restaura-
teurs, travelers, retailers, 
real estate agents, apprais-
ers, gallery owners, college 
students, Leadership Big 
Bend classes, engineers, 
church goers, bar goers, well 
diggers, Alpine High School 
alumni, trash haulers, rail-
roaders, electricians, PhDs, 
GEDs.  
 
Donations from you magnifi-
cent people have ranged 
from $3.00 to $100,000.00. 
And every single one of 
those donations is appreci-
ated as much as any dona-
tion from a foundation.  
Your unflagging support of 
this project is indeed "a mar-
velous victory" for all of us 
and gives me, at least, the 
energy to continue to work. 
 

τKathy Bork 
President 

Alpine Public Library Board 
of Directors 

T h e  M a g n i f i c e n t  P e o p l e  o f  

B r e w s t e r  C o u n t y  



In the Spring newsletter, you 

found a Friends of the Library 

membership renewal form for  

2010 memberships.  Until 

now, all memberships have 

been on a January to Decem-

ber basis and were due in 

January.  Beginning this 

spring, Karen Boyd is switch-

ing to a 12-month basis that 

begins during the month you 

join.  Thanks for your pa-

tience during this transition.  

If you have questions con-

cerning your membership, 

please contact Karen at   

432-837-0838.   

I often receive questions 

regarding donations and 

where they go.  As illustrated 

below, you can specify 

whether your cash donation 

goes to library operations, to 

the new building funds, or to 

Friends projects.   

To be sure your book dona-

tion goes to the best use, 

please consult our gift accep-

tance policy before donating 

books.  There are certain 

limits on what can be used, 

whether it be at the library or 

F u n d r a i s i n g  n e w s  

Alpine Public Library  

Operations 
Director:  Paige Delaney 

203 N. 7th Street  Alpine, TX  79830 

New books, programs, equipment 
Marathon Operations:   

PO Box 177 Marathon, TX 79842 

Friends of the 

Alpine Public Library  
President:  Don Wetterauer 

Membership:  Karen Boyd 
PO Box 886  Alpine, TX  79831 

Re-Reads used book store, 
Special Projects 

 

Friends of the 

Marathon Public Library  
President:  Jackie Boyd 

PO Box 215  Marathon, TX  79842 

Programs, Special Projects 

Alpine Public Library 

New Building Fund 
Chair:  Mary Jane Morgan 
PO Box 44  Alpine, TX  79831 

Construction costs 

THREE 

WAYS TO 

DONATE  

Amount 

still  

required 

for:  

 

Construction : 

$700,000  

 

Furniture : 

$125,000  

 

Computers:  

$15,000  

 

New Books:  

$35,000  
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Friends PO Box listed below. 

If you make a cash donation 

as a memorial or in honor of 

someone, please be sure to 

provide addresses for ac-

knowledgment notes to be 

sent out.  We will make every 

effort to include these in the 

Friends newsletter and in the 

Alpine Avalanche, if possible.  

 This is a very busy time for 

all of us.  We at the library 

are juggling our regular li-

brary business and the con-

struction income and spend-

ing.  If you have any ques-

tions, please ask!  We appre-

ciate your support. 

 Paige Delaney 

Re-Reads bookstore.  For a 

copy of the policy, please 

email the library , or stop by 

either location to pick up a 

copy.   

Cash donations to support 

ongoing library operations, 

such as purchasing books, 

equipment, or to support 

special programs, should be 

sent directly to the library 

(Alpine or Marathon) and 

labeled for library operations.  

Cash donations for the build-

ing fund (construction) 

should also be specifically 

labeled  and sent to PO Box 

44 in Alpine.  Cash donations 

for the Friends of the Library 

and their special projects 

should be sent to the appro-

priate Alpine or Marathon 

Email:  alpinepl@sbcglobal.net 



F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y   

S i d e w a l k  B o o k  S a l e  
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On April 30 and May 1, the 

Friends of the Library held 

their annual sidewalk sale at 

the Alpine Public library.  At 

this event the Friends make 

available their back stock of 

Re-Reads books for sale at 

rock-bottom prices.  The 

2010 sale was an important 

one, as the Friends began 

reducing inventory in antici-

pation of moving to the new 

library location when it is 

complete.   Volunteers from 

all over helped to move, or-

ganize, sell, and recycle 

books.   

In the new library, the Friends 

will have access to more than 

three times the current space 

they enjoy at Re-Reads.  The 

new store will be climate-

controlled with staff internet 

access and telephoneñall 

great improvements over the 

current location!   

The current Re-Reads build-

ing was sold in October 2009 

to a private owner, who will 

allow us to stay until we 

move.  The land is owned by 

Brewster County. 

Other book sales on the 

schedule for 2010 include 

the Way Out West Book Festi-

val and The Center for Big 

Bend Studies.   Join us for 

some great book deals or to 

volunteer!   

Thanks to all our volunteer 

book sellers!  We couldnõt do 

it without you. 

Marilyn Terry, book sale coordinator 

Photos by Connie Roe 

Next Friends 

of the Library 

Meeting:  

 

Sept. 7, 2010 

high noon  

at the  

Alpine Public  

Library  

 

Everyone is  

welcome!  


